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Geopolitics in Focus: CISTU Scholar Evaluates Chinese
Military Maneuvers and U.S. Commitments
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On 17 March 2026, Professor Sitthiphon Kruarattikan,
Ph.D., College of Interdisciplinary Studies, Thammasat
University, was interviewed by World Stories, PPTV 36, and
stated that China's renewed air and naval operations since
mid-March are likely a response to Taiwan approving a
roughly $10 billion budget to purchase weapons from the
United States, rather than a signal of an imminent invasion.
Moreover, China would be likely to invade Taiwan only if
the United States clearly abandons its security
commitments under the Taiwan Relations Act (1979), which
no U.S. leader has ever indicated.
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