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CISTU Scholar Speaks out on Iran-US Tensions
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On 6 March, 2026. Professor Sitthiphon Kruarattikan,
Ph.D., College of Interdisciplinary Studies, Thammasat
University, was interviewed by Taiwan's Central News
Agency (CNA) on the Iran-US conflict and its implications
for Asia. He highlighted that tensions could intensify US-
China competition over strategic waterways like the
Malacca Strait and South China Sea. He also noted that
prolonged Middle East instability is unfavorable for China,
which prioritizes political and economic stability ahead of
its 2027 Communist Party Congress - suggesting that US
military action against Iran could paradoxically ease US-
China tensions.
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