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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis are 1) to gain insights into Kathoey mothers’
lived experiences and 2) to examine transgender women’s perceptions of motherhood
under the conditions of capitalist patriarchy in Thai society through a feminist
perspective. The study consists of two parts. The first part examined the perceptions
of motherhood among 15 middle-class transgender women in working age who had
not yet embraced the role of motherhood. A feminist qualitative research was
employed. Data were gathered by using semi- structured, in- depth interviews.
The findings revealed that capitalist patriarchal conditions highly influenced on the
transgender women’s perceptions on motherhood and their eagerness to become
a mother. Such conditions also shaped their definitions of motherhood and attitudes
on parenting roles. Capitalist patriarchy has created challenges and limitations for
transgender women to embrace motherhood. In that being a Kathoey mother involved
an endeavor to deploy considerable financial resources to improve the quality of life
and fulfil the roles of both a mother and a consumer in a consumerist society.
The findings suggest that transgender women who opt to be mothers in Thai society

are obliged to pursue economic and social stability.
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The second part of the study involves feminist narrative research on the
lived experience of “Kathoey mothers”. Two case studies of middle-class transgender
women who adopted children were presented. Both mothers, Bowling (pseudonym)
and Richy (pseudonym) were transgender women in working age and with a sound
economic status. The findings revealed that an adoption process relied on a
“heart-to-heart contract” (san-ya jai) between a Kathoey mother and a biological
mother. A Kathoey mother provided an emotional support and support for expenses
to a biological mother throughout and after pregnancy. The practices of “Kathoey
mothering” were reflected in the way in which the mothers raised and provided for
their children. They felt obliged to give the best viable supports and resources to
prevent them from feeling deprived or being traumatized by society. Nevertheless, the
mothers still struggled with three uncertainties, their precarious role as a mother, life
partner and future mother-child relationship.

The emergence of “Kathoey mothers” in Thai society implicated the
concurrence of patriarchal mothering and empowered mothering. Kathoey mothers
engaged in the practices of patriarchal mothering as a means to negotiate with societal
norms and to achieve the status of authentic mothers. Concurrently, the Kathoey
mothers were empowered as they resisted to the normative notion of motherhood
that denied and outlawed their motherhood.

The projection of perceptions and experiences of transgender women who
embrace motherhood and those who have not yet embraced motherhood reveal
happiness, life fulfilment, anxieties and challenges in life. This thesis therefore reflects
the situation and living conditions of transgender women in Thai society. It unfolds
the contradiction in acknowledging and limiting transgender women'’s rights to have a
family of their choices. An intersectional analysis of gender and socioeconomic class
indicates the needs for the public and private sectors to formulate policies for social

inclusion that facilitate the life of Kathoey mothers and LGBTION+ in all aspects.

Keywords: Kathoey mothers, Transgender women, Motherhood, Experience and

perception, Capitalist patriarchy.
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nsvianadlaamnuesninduyaratiumadie Taedunudldlfanumnevesyana
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Mother outlaws: Theories and practices of empowered mothering TnaBudlidiuds
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Rich (1986) L5984 Of Woman Born: Motherhood as Experience and Institution
Taglmiunennumngvesanuduu Ingldnnumineidfryaesusen1s Auranenils
Fouriuiuanuduiusvesnguardruavesnisduiusuasnisian Bnanunungnilme
anuduwiludeantu nanldaadudiinanegneldnsmuauvesivie tnglunugui
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Uszn13figes Rich lenaadandawoaudly 2 d1u laun dneninmig
Tiinenazauamnsalunisuunfumndssguysd samfensaiedindiuiuazdie
4151502 (Rich, 1986, p. 13) Ineuevinguddlauadoundyninduanuiudinlunis
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AnusuRinveunITneLasinlavesiudeieiinudegnidunisenedinuiviiniiaauas
Huanusuiinseuiilisuna (Powerless responsibility) (Rich, 1986, p. 52)
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nINewazn1easIn1sUjausuenungn lanvesUansulneaniduvesainuduwdlyls
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dvrsuazian anvisludagiuaniduresanulusdlauysgylulunivesnisiianidu
Un1sulaeduidnisquatiniiunisiindueesgquiiiesgiinnioanidunisfnu
(Rich, 1986, p. 54-55)
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Tutlagthufunelfiduniiunumlunisaaenyasinndu n1seaeaymsuuy
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NskAUNTeeeAnusIninvaInaenseesRANIonavzgnatiasly WReItuLEINIS
n1sfnwilszaunisalionanilion (Feminist empiricism) wavynduanstey (Feminist

standpoint) Aingne1uazasvesdauinvineafvesauiursuazduialunisidelay

[y

n1stunsAnwIUsraunsalvesndskaginiuseaun1salsug eI uAuEnge vang
TAEmgunanIg (Harding, 1987)

elansfnyuszaunisalog UugIuTeINIshaImANIRUUARTHELITeN T

Y

aIneanslien (Feminist epistemology) MuesdnAnusviavaneglugs fnuvsodiums

Y

[

Fedmduiamzwazauslivgadafintulunssuiunsiliduan mawmseiussaunisal
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szuLm3ee9thlugnauiitslng (Hesse-Biber, 2012)

Ref. code: 25646324030094XGK



90

Unvgunturesansteylvmnuaulasdeniunainvalgvesussaunisaldiu
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wdansenanlunsndnninudfowwimeiicdfauszaunisalivainvaieiign T

o [y =

AIENYINIUNITIATIZMSE U sraunIsalvaaineineg Wunslienuddgdunisane

o

UszaunisalwazUsingmsailiietduludan Tnewesinussaunsaliuiunnd Ay igaves

mssedmsnsidieamileanuvneuaziidlesiuiannyana 3ale uavensual il
UNUNEAY UM SITUAUTUIMVRIYARS LU IUEAMLNUNISEIAL (Weedon, 1997)
SnvtUszaunsiduiiugnuresnisifouarnisfinuivosanitenlugiusves
yuaunIIndiauLagnisdlosdiuyana fdng1aidn “FesdrudnduiFoanisdes
(The personal is the political)” (Skeggs, 1997) nN1s@nwwUUEaRa M ULAnSHouTadus
Ingndrfguazazifunuimaiidlunsinausivssaumsalvesmdeiminafidosd iy
Finuardoundeiunsnaviunieladenuedulnguarnisisedinlueviauneldssuu
yufiew vonndannsndlmifuuassheudlafslannyanaluguggdnssshmanedsa
fisssegnelalassaisvnsdsnuiinasiunazaisnnailivingion ms@nwuuuiFeaauuy
ansdenvzuansbiiufemnunersulunisufiasnisinsmiednunianisie uasounss
LuRLANTseguLUTITngmuuuinanavasnsduudnzne lugrusdnszvhinislu
unumresnduudiifinnuneignuazaienuinmeresnaduuifadunuadaiuues
anudundgawazihineguusounevesdanelneniiie
Tumsfnwriudenduuuanifondu dwhmsdnwriiudendiszaunisal

a 1

FINHIUNI3LE1LT04 (Story telling) HITenosTnTuisvsduszdnsnnlunisazviouds

a a o Y a v

Uszaunsaldinfifusedaninmuasyiliimdedunalduesiunueswaznseninlunue

U o

YosnuesIguNslnsansenduniadielunisananiuming (Robinson, 2000)

« (] dl' a < o v 1 a o &

Seuandugluuunsdearsifianuduainanagyitbianunsatenandsiilu
annaenfivayudiuanudilaluguednidevesuwiaryana IngeduideuazUszaunisel
vesdaanynnaimdugaisuduiiariianudiladsngnisainiadinuwas Sausssy
(Riessman, 2005)
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pg19dNTandRuneiuiInvasdaanuanatazyinauliauanendaanuanaie
fnfuUszaunsaldIuiivesnInin (Bryda, 2020)
oA & a o o & o [y Qll | < dll
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Fosnuagdndnuaififidmenemaulutlagsude anudeslosiuefinanusadiedn

yeai30ss1vesfiauazaukaznnslauds saudstislunsaiaiessnuisedsiisnna

WaNIIAIIN399E9N959 (Woodiwiss et al., 2017)
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narrative) AN491NN1SANEILIDAEIUAINLNALLAgTDINNA L ULIVINTAIRIRI99AUTE N

'
2 1 A

Y9I4N19La1509 1w Nsuerslulsuiuiliifeatumgnisaluaiinaudfyseisessnaly
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Y

FIueNiaseansazal nsiansedunsazasavziinuunndeiuly Fwsludunuves
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fnudan Anuliuduey wasmaUasunlas Ujduiussenisiansesasgillugiugues
a | P ~ | Y & oA | o ¢ o

A5idIuIINIUNTAS 1T 09915 UBNANNTNSENTBIEIUAE I UUSTaUN Al TuNNS
dxiouiemnudAty 4 Usznis fell (Andrews et al., 2013)

1) Fouarvszaunisaldunisasyiaudin1susseNeNIa 1A uULaZAINUNLNY
= P~ a | A & 1 v a a v ) &t a
FeaziinnudangulusesvesiawasUssaunisaldiuimimieitesivlszaunisalluefn
Jag0u swAn wIeluduauing

2) Fosanduesedielunsasiiounarasisnuidnveuyed

3) t3oualugIurvesn NNy (Representation) warn1sseasialny
(Reconstruction)

4) Sauanlugiugvesnisnesieainlug (Transformation) agviaufianis
WasuwUawasyaranigldusunvesdinuinmsssy

N15U58N0UaT194aYNITAANNINYIZAUNITALIBUEEINYARE WBNIINLARAS

TAutaguneazn1ssuivesfiands n1sAnvendivsdliniuisesdusenoudifey
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3 Usen1s Lawn AudAyuedisedsnd AugunsaedsTsuivesteya wavnisldlase
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dmsunisfinviseaanvesngeinauna Costa and Matzner (2007) laliiiiu
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1) 3aud1dIUYAAAILYILE1ENOATITNITIANITHAL AN ANTIAATWAEIAY
anunsadlu@inseudmifiafesndnluuiuniarineiamils Juduanuaiifianudu
anauazilmuvaInany

v 4 -]

2) Wuiuniazyaududswaznisineanududaidelususdnsgviinis

9 Y

v

n1sdndula waznivdenveslaanyana lnsanizludsziiuieauna snideaiunse

= a wa 3 o a  aAa ' = & a v
WaguuUaslumuuiunmiedseifamansuaznisaiuiiinvesudasyana Sadugnsusy
v8an1571 AN laUsraunIsalnsdinuLa Tausssy lnglanzuszaun1salnteuves
i{mﬁﬂ (Silenced women) (Letherby, 2003)

3) e TAAUTIUSUNTDITMUSTIY UTTVINgIU waznszuIunIsiunsinliau
vnduludsnunateiduunnarieveu uwasnisredivlassadanisdeny aulivindiey
81113 UAZN1INAT

4) weliruisujiinsvesdaanyamalugiuznszuiunisassdndnvalinu
HIUNTASIUazNIsENTes nsnseinlueinuazUaturesianseasvselussengaunsalin
v a = a v o a & ¥ o a v v
Tayaigadnieliunisnseyihiilulilaluewian diaraiunseIunuinsauesividliuay
aunsadesuivaaunsailmnssuludiay Inesuainnsilasullamueaiiun1sa1ses
(Riessman, 2005)

o/ v 6

5) weliiuidasadnisadvayuiarujduiusneludinuvestaanuana

n1sfnwinisiasesdnyanavzlinunsasieniduvasliaanyana uay
wiudensfiufduiussenindassadawazinszviinig saudansilawenwiufifivenis
Waguwlaswesmyedlugiuenszuiun1sadimues nsasesdiudidnazianinisdeniuy
! =] [ O 2/ =2 A a va =] v =
rosziloudinuuazuasulunisasisuiinsidenuiiuas/mieanugunsinielassidey

1 o 1

MadaanTusssuLia10deey HlaratuayuiiiedidoninansswmaIningiansalid
aa I3 1 v a a [ I~ 1

PinveanantanuegrslsinlusdnnazAnludiininierazidusgrslslusuian
(Costa & Matzner, 2007, p. 36) Fudunisazvioudiandesvosndgeinunawasidusininiy

wannvanevnanaluguziunguiignifesdulnduaumeveunazgnnatludny
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Setfunsdnvidudenailuadstdezdelnd laufduiusidudouiendu
puLsuazdans 19U sAnwInisnadvesinanioniianitunsdualuislaseainenis
psauitiudeulures e vudumane ineid lnssadisdunaseninayana nely
yusuraLeNifu-oidiu ABnsfiaassduasufoRaewesnddunisdognaield
anmenafusinaziiinBanisiud esdnmd uazdauaiunmsausiunaveananivn (Collins,

2000)
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IS v Y

[~ I =3 Y 1 a a vy v a [y 1y 4
ANl usLkaznstuLstuiiaututauagaraniaga il wasianudunus
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anwauztauIntululls nMsuenueziseaadudndAyegauin 5109 siaTeIs1789
wiazyaraiielidilainnisiluwifinsiesauazusulidrdueuluaiwestinednsls 39
nsgnsauMsEEatarduIlvensessludartuielisiuitdniuararuateves
Sessmvesianlunen o fu (Woodiwiss et al., 2017)

9 v aa 19 ol

nsAuadneIfuTIRveEMdasEniuTsaunsalumeIuiugngduguy

&

] (% [ '
v =

eIfeillon1anazddrugigyi i laddamaiuiindu winnuvinmefsluvuenuseiiy
A Y a A v % Y 1o oA A oY 1 "4
ALdsaInsedianTeniuauithlularmnaziansesnnanvilaegelslila
MNEAMLIEITEAITNE I INASIANLTIMTOAUTNIVBUTBITIVRININT FIT8AITUBS

14 o W Y

Jufuissnwagiiouveuvauaiivarnvarelunisidniesuazdedinlunisiandos {33
FesnsznindinsasouiwesnseunsianFouaslasuiesunegsigialfifelidnladdn
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(Woodiwiss et al., 2017)

TumsAnwuszaunsalmsduwivesimdstmnaenaivszaunisaiiiunnsing
Aulumsasurinulugnnduu Tnelanizednsdailodesusenevatrsunumnnsduusl
susuidsaynsnmelidosiinveangmneliaunsafynsmedineld Tnoneldmadu
wingmesananotatilugmsiuf mmmanis uazmsuuifiunndeiuresusazyana
(Goldberg & Perry-Jenkins, 2007)
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M990 3.1

Toyaviluvesudstrmnaiaaunumveinisiduuilunisnisfinvissaunisalsingine

ludsnulne
¥o 218 - sgldsamon | Juuyashsu
- AU 213N &
(wwauyd) | @) (um) LA
fuunay 2 au lawn 1o
< . - . (WuauyR) wag O
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918 978 6 U
1 Ay laun 9139
2. 9% 23 T dasy laiszy (UNANYR) DY
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N1u3En15duN1waluuULegan (In - Depth Interview) §nwauzAelasaadis (Semi-
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a v [
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A1519% 3.2
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%9 21 o 4 . selana
- STAUNTSANEN | AU 21N -
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1. vnudu 25 Usayeym3 1dn datsy 10,000
2. 97 25 YTy ns vy WINULDNTU 30,000
3. Ny 26 USgyyien JGh Ny 30,000
4. 1w 24 YTy w3 1an SEQRG eIV 15,000
5. fiuil 28 USeyeyes 1an 33N9dIA 100,000
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o 218 . . seléisie
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3.2.3 mMydAsizndayauazn1suauadaya
AT IZRkazLaYe NS TAUNT alvaIwlngwmelaus UM Ukl wa
I a o a, a a 1 = a & ) %

Anudunganeldssuutnsuleevuion inun1sfinw Aesert Aany wagyiaudila
~ A ¢ ! I I a a
191509517 Ysgaunisal wasyuues neanunsawuseanidu 3 Ussau lagagisuainniside
amanunsalliiuienisiuinnuduwivesmgeuinumeludnulne wagludiudaunae

Paususzaunmsaindnzmeludsaulneg waidunisasyeulmiudszaunisallunisiduw

Ref. code: 25646324030094XGK



98

vosrndgatnumandeniivsloviuanuduudunlilusues wazdgarezsitunisuansli
wiugsnnudunnzmeludinulnenglateulvveddansulnenuiey

dauusn n1ssuivesiudsinumneneiiuanudundludinulngaginszi

) o

Lzt lauaRIUIULUUNTIATIEYaNIz3es (Thematic analysis) lneliuilonifigniiaue
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