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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this thesis are to study and analyze the connection of
the Patpong area and Patpong Museum with women, gender, and sexuality. The study
consists of two parts. The first part examines the production of space and the
construction of meaning of Patpong and the Patpong Museum. The second part
analyzes the presentation of women in the Patpong Museum. Henri Lefebvre's
conceptual framework of the production of space was interpreted from the
perspectives of feminism, gender, and sexuality studies. Mixed methods research was
done with data gathered from documents, online and offline media, exhibition texts,
exhibits, presentations, and tours; as well as interviews with 21 informants from five
groups of stakeholders and participant observation in Patpong and Patpong Museum.

The results of the study revealed that the meanings of Patpong were
provided by different media: the government agencies supervising the Patpong area;
nonfiction books, travel guides, alternative dictionaries, academic publications, and the
Patpong Museum. Most definitions were associated with women, gender, sexuality,
power, power negotiation, and oppression. Patpong Museum focused mainly on the

construction of meaning of Patpong in spatial history, while the meaning of Patpong
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as an entertainment venue was presented in the museum as a secondary issue. In
the informants’ perspectives, Patpong was defined as 1) a representational space of
economics, tourism and modernity; 2) a representation of power negotiation,
contestation and oppression; 3) a construction of a secret forbidden place, and vicinity
for Western tourists; and 4) a space for women to learn about world realities.
Simultaneously, on the emergence of the Patpong Museum, the informants reflected
opinions and analyzed the construction of meaning and connection between space,
museum, and gender as 1) a diminution of prejudice against Patpong; 2) Cold War,
Western masculinity, rental wives, sex museum and challenge to the history of Thai
State during the Cold War; 3) a creation of new collective memories; 4) Patpong
Museum giving presenting women’s voices and sex workers; 5) museum guides’
experiences and backgrounds conveying new experiences to visitors. The presentation
of women, gender and sexuality in the Patpong Museum, the results of the study
revealed that women were presented as follows: 1) a representation of rural women;
2) roles of women as mothers, wives, fighters, and comfort women; 3) women as
sexual objects; 4) women’s roles were progressive; and 5) women as voiceless.
Therefore, this research presents the occurrence and dynamism of Patpong
and the Patpong Museum as social, physical, and imaginary spaces for studying space
and gender through the conceptual framework of production of space, feminism,
gender, and sexuality. In this way, further perspectives are opened for study of space,

museums, and gender.

Keywords: Space, Patpong, The Patpong Museum, Women, Gender and Sexuality
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fufideulsasiiou vidoogsenieiuiilugauaffufiufiads (Real Spaces) 3
Tedifvesiiuivi uasdflugauafogieiiy (g7WT wnniseana, 2552)
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Patpong is a private street owned by Patpongpanich Family.

In early 1960s Patpong became a focal point of the expatriate
community. There were ‘farang’ corporation, airline offices, banks,
European restaurants and pubs. During Vietnam War. Thailand opened its
doors to American service men for R&R. Patpong became to be R&R and
later well known to the world of tourism for night life and ‘red light’ district
of Bangkok.

In early 80s Thailand promoted Year of Tourism night life and
entertainment business was expanded to Pattaya the beach near Uthapao,
the first US Army Air Base in 1964.

Later the village in Phuket island called ‘Patpong’ was used for R&R
During Gulf War, early of 1990s.

Patpong, Pattaya and Patong are well known to world tourism where
there are sex industry and numbers of sex workers.
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4.2.6 Dear Uncle Go : fsgsln (1996)

Pnmsiiauennuesimtinedluwe 4.2.5 aursadenloandudou
¥94 Peter Jackson Tunisde Dear Uncle Go: Male Homosexuality in Thailand (1996) &
T demanumneveaiaine (aznanutiedenuy) Weulsatuimnaaniuguesung
Usnggeuriulughuiaine ludseiRmanseugoarniimiindwidiuslulsemelng (A Brief
History of Thailand’s Commercial Gay Scene) i uit lugunisiduaaiutiuic nilede
fandmsjnitausUssiiuresngumenviesudan Wanined il

Patpong Wt WiW¥ — A street in Bangkok branding off Silom Road where
many of Bangkok’s gay bars are located. Also a major entertainment centre
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yoangamne feog uasduquinarsautufiondnueadios (Peter Jackson,
1995, p. 303)
nslilenuauminges Jackson Wuntsthiauslifiuitlufuiiwan
wad fafinmaniugduiiuenmilolunnudensuinns leifians du 11§ Fafudefiunde
U%ﬂﬁﬂsamqumsm%au?mamﬁsmaLLazLWﬂmﬁq Vi uaIRIuRaIN a1
anurluiiud
4.2.7 Patpong Sisters: An American Woman'’s View of the Bangkok Sex
World 1ag Cleo Odzer
milsdoiduiisusutuiinnaauiuves Cleo Odzer tnuyveingmds
y1euity Fudenfnuiiuiiiain warlena 3 Yumafureyanieauy Asdiusinglu
nuAnwAeaureuinistargsiseuimadusiduiedounsegialiiuiud sasdeaty
Razviounnuilu Anmase T30 Usaunsalvesaudiladuia Jndnsluainammansy
AuTRNeAT e dsauiivhumAvluiud Saduiingneusns aumendldlsezandy
wile gnasal waNmatAuRan viuau sl WazaN13A1 B2963aT Odzer agiiuil
Anwilul 1988-1990 Wainsdmnandsonisunsszuiavestsaond og1elsinu gsnane
widvdvesiifdstundoulunuund gngeisuinslinime Wndlvindouuinng uay
anafligvszdenisunssruinvaslsaendunasiila Tng Odzer T oyadoadiy
Aerduitaninedlluund 1 Induwvdsaniuduisiumnandyd Afdeideddungy
Fnvieadieryeriaend Tnsany “d3e” (Farang) iuanssrvasunenmselusiugas
asnsudeauy deunfumssavasinteiisnnsyaiend uasdinisliveyaisatuiiy
fidifuaesiuiidelas anuiidegnsdlny wasdanmAsivondenles Aunitluay
nanatduanuduiiaszaulan
Patpong was a tourist strip with bars next to, and on top of, one another.
The women working in the bars were prostitutes. Bar work was only half
the job. The real money came from selling sex. Polygamy and prostitution
have long been a privilege of Thai men, but during the Vietham War
Thailand became proficient in serving up its women to foreigners. American
military personel flocked to the country for R&R, rest and recreation, which
they called I&, intoxication and intercourse.
The name Patpong came from Patpong family, which owned a strip of

the land that lay between the roads Silom and Surawong. Those roads
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made up the heart of Bangkok’s business district. Contrasting the tall
modern buildings surrounding it, the Patpong streets held dumpy two-story
structures.

Through the Vietnam War may have boosted Patpong into
entertainment industry, Thailand’s reputation as a sex paradise took off on
its own at the war’s end. Germany arranged cheap charter flights. Holland
organized sex tours. As Taiwan and Japan grew prosperous, their males
flew in too. Many Americans from the war chose not to go home. The
saying was that there were no MIAs in Vietnam; in reality they were all
MIBs-Mischiefing In Bangkok. (Odzer C. 1994, p. 2)
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Patpong (Map pp124-5; Soi Patpong 1 & 2, Th Silom) Bangkok’s most
famous red-light district dates back to the beginning of the West’s
fascination with Asian prostitutes. Patpong has become more of an all-
purpose circus than a flesh souvenir market. A major diluter is the popular
souvenir market on Soi Patpong 1, which draws in families and conservative
couples. The remaining go-go bars still put on erotica shows that are visited
by gawkers for a good laugh rather than a hard-on. (Lonely Planet, 2007,
p. 171)
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Viuleraas Lonely Planet LiaAumIf18a131 “Patpong” Nan15auAU
Usngasanunie@e Patpong iU Patpong Night Market Aot uiiufi/anufl waznain
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i 4.3
WaLwaAlY Lonely Planet

Q_ Search Lonely Planet lonely ¢ planet Destinations  Stories  Experiences Shop

Patpong Night Market

Gifts & Souvenirs in Riverside, Silom & Lumphini

You might be faced with the competing distractions of strip-clubbing and flea market Details
shopping in this infamous area. And true to the area’s illicit leanings, fake goods (in Th Phat Phon:
particular watches) make a prominent appearance even amid a wholesome crowd of spm
families and straight-laced couples. If you must buy, bargain with determination, as first-
quoted prices tend to be astronomically high. Tickets & tours
Train Market & Floating S $118.63 m
Suggest an Edit Market " andup

Fuauidle 28 fquisu 2565,
(https://www.lonelyplanet.com/thailand/bangkok/shopping/patpong-night-
market/a/poi-sho/1245011/357640)

Patpong

Red-Light District in Riverside, Silom & Lumphini

Once billed as the world’s most notorious red-light district, Patpong is
now a much watered-down version of its former self. These days, a flea
market frequented by curious tourists coexists with a bunch of dodgy go-
go bars that advertise pole dances and the infamous upstairs ‘ping-pong
shows’. Sex work is illegal in Thailand, but many bars nonetheless double
as pickup joints.
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Patpong Night Market
Gifts & Souvenirs in Riverside, Silom & Lumphini
You might be faced with the competing distractions of strip-clubbing
and flea market shopping in this infamous area. And true to the area’s illicit
leanings, fake good (in particular watches) make a prominent appearance
even amid a wholesome crowd of families and straight-laced couples. If
you must buy, bargain with determination, as first-quoted prices tend to
be astronomically high. (ﬁugul,ﬁai’uﬁ 28 fgungu 2565, 9N
https://www.lonelyplanet.com/thailand/bangkok/shopping/patpong-night-
market/a/poi-sho/1245011/357640)
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Khun Charn Flower Lady

Flower Lady
Patpong's Famous Flower Lady:

Khun Charn
Patpong Street Phomgrapher

Little is known of this older -
made her living selling llowle?gyanc? &
kleenex and gun to the people of
Patpong for decades. She had the
kindest heart and was loved by all
those who frequented the street,
Never Angry, Never sad-- always a
Smile on her face! She passed away in
2012... A legend to those who met her!

Legendary Patpong Person,
;valkmg the streets of Patpong for
0 years, equipped with a Ppolaroid
camera, offering his service to
capture an unforgettable moment
of Patpong for regular patrons and
{ourist alike. Now a semi-retired
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Sex Worker is work @ ( aYEnfinneunasiog )
@, daszaunisaifnpmosinanmens i
spiftuanenasnidn Lieadupniadming

3BT ITHR LaENWIND RilkaAoo BN Sex

15 Ny 2020
00

dalazaroimmivapiondnduliordn

Sex Worker gnngmna

o TR auMENSEIINNNY2327EN Sex
w1

© Rausitaan 13.00-18.00 u.

annsaaeuamTa... See more

a. © 337 6 comments 637 sha
X Warer is work

o> Like O Comment > Share

SCAN HERE P i e o ©

AWA 5.22

a
nNanNIsy 2
4= Patpong Museum Wl Liked Q

THURS, 21 MAY 2020
Livestream-Thailand’s most vulnerable: Sex workers & Covid-19
Foreign Correspondents' Club of Thailand - FCCT - Online event

SAT, 20 FEB 2
Paradise Go Go Bar at Patpong Museum
TAWAN Wattuya 2009-2019 Book — Patpong Museum

TUES, 25 FEB 2020
The Patpong Mardi Gras
Black Pagoda Bangkok - Patpong Soi 2

SUN, 2 FEB 2020
Mauro D'agati : First Solo Show in Bangkok
Patpong Museum — Patpong Museum

A 5.23

-
NanNIsL 3
S —— Wik (@ [

FRI, 26 NOV 202
Galleries’ Night : Pain 21
Patpong Museum - Candle Light Studio

Pole Dance Class Patpong Museum x Black Pagoda #1
Patpong Museum - Black Pagoda Bangkok

SAT, 29 AUG 2020
NauE uauausen The Party
Patpong Museum - Patpong Museum

FRI, 26 JUN 2020
Guava Farang"" PHOTOSEXxhibitionism
Candle Light Studio — Candle Light Studio
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SUN, 13 MAR 2022
Classic Night
Patpong Museum - Patpong Museum

SAT, 20 JAN 2022
The Darkness in the museum
Patpong Museum - Patpong Museum

SAT, 4 DEC 2021
Meet & Greet Sahajak it who played the D ive General on the Serpent Netflix series
Patpong Museum - Patpong Museum

WED, 1DEC 2021
Patpong Museum Reopens
Patpong Museum — Patpong Museum

A 5.25

Aanssu 5

= savonsseum et @ -

g \
PATPONG /-

7

N, MUSEUM

s —y
PATPONG 7 -
N, MUSEUM

L MUSEUM

S
PATPONG 7

SAT, 6 AUG 2022
Shibari
Patpong Museum - Patpong Museum

SAT, 30 JUL 2022
A Walk Into The Past” by Patpong Museum
Patpong Museum — Patpong Museum

SAT, 9 JUL 2022
Shibari 3
Patpong Museum - Patpong Museum

THURS, 30 JUN 2022

Patpong Museum - Club Black Patpong Soi 2

mwﬁ 5.26

a
NanNssy 6
€ Patpong Museum 1l Liked Q

ndanta2s

\,

v

O o s

T
PATPONG 7 -
MUSEUM

S

FRI, 11NOV 2022
Now?Patpong!
Patpong Museum - Patpong Museum

MON, 310CT 2022
The Prostitute Cemetery by Yianinadiiaigan x myONE™ condoms Thailand
Patpong Museum - Patpong Museum

SAT, 17 5EP 2022
nadanad ifu Sex Worker medafivimninediingan
Patpong Museum - Patpong Museum

SAT, 6 AUG 2022
Shibari
Patpong Museum - Patpong Museum

112

Ref. code: 25656224030095GCY



113

AN 5.27
Aanssu 7
4 Patpong Museum e Liked Q

No upcoming events

Past events

FRI, 13 JAN
% ~ NAAM DJAI THE RIVER OF THE HEART - Special ing of the Film Program at Patpong
Patpong Museum - Patpong Museum
Biy ’ b=

FRI, 16 DEC 2022
v An Evening With Tom Vater - The Man Who Interview The Serpent
B  Patpong Museum — Patpong Museum

XXX Lounge Patpong Bangkok — XXX Lounge Patpong Bangkok

p ¢ PRI, 11 NOV 2022
‘” % Bangkok Dangerous by BKK7
o
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(2 AanssuduAauTausssy diauenisdeud anuailadesuds
PBUINIT gaiauazgaamnssudiul mswaiuAldiduuvsadeud diuinssenis
ANENY MR AU Nsladimilede way Walking Tour tHudu

(3) Aanssu Workshop iieliauialuinmniSeussaton nsuans n1s
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