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ABSTRACT

Khon is a genre of Thai perfoatisgisutdly recognized to be a
classic and sophisticated art. This mask dance is performed by high
experienced audiences. It is also recognized to be one of the most c
cultural Identities. Conservation nwptrdeedbKéadn from changing ove
time and over new environment.

This dissertation explains Uliké KHomcultlliss always
changing. Factors that play significant roles in the change include prc
and supporters, as well aspadmamiechnological, and social changes
dissertation considers Khon in the dimensions of "types" and "time".
different kinds of Khon during the same period and Khon over time
This can provide a wide penspeatisieléring many related factors.

Many past studies or dissertations about Khon considered K
viewpoints of artists or producers, which presented their experiences
the main factors for the creation of then, thiskdissevEaton discusses
Khon in a different way. Although artists created the works of art, the
absolute freedom of creation as they were all under the limitation c
that they lived in. For this reason, themibetwedrrdet artist and the
culture. Both the artist and the culture create the works of art as it
rmb_w, ORfcgcO _pcOamkn_ _rg jcOugr



Findings from this research are outlined below:

The capitpmducers or creators (such as their knowledge, sk
network, etc.) is an important factor for forming the concept and id
work. However, other factors such as the audience, supporters, and
(politics, technotygynedia) also influence their work, presenting oppc
limitations, or requirements that all creators must consider. These
sl cos _j Op mj chdmpObgddcpcI acOi
factor that |nfluenceSJKho®$af jcpkipsl e* Or fcO

k rcspOl fml*O | bOrfcOWnpmbsac
performances with the foundation of support from Her Majesty (
Monarchies still more or less takeopamgjickcigt/yn every kind of Khon
They provide occasions for performances, as well as support the fi
teamwork, and policy making in some cases.

Although each Khon troupe focuses their main value or
conservation, their waykscabange over time and over different context
Khon troupe has their own strategies for conservation as well as str
af |l ecq, OMI cOrcafl goscOrf r Ogaqo(
new context is applied tosabd fechmiques to create a new meaning.
example is using male and female mask&a@gsad im tKeopast) for
representing divine power and exotic appearances in Khon Sala
Another example is using Nang Yai (Than $tamioaspiippet)used in
Khaoifiidl otNang in the past for illustrating the Ramayana story to ma
for foreigners to understand.

Khon has changed from being centralized to decentrali:
standardized tetandardized, and frontospeaiéial. Khon is currently
produced by many parties for different audiences, and there has bee
opportunities and the freedom to join. Anyone can be a Khon studer
now less discrimination of age, sex, and Jeometatas &ctein the
role of a monkey or a giant, which was strictly prohibited in the past.

Another finding is that the original Khon troupe (Khon of dej
fine art or Khon Krom Silp) no longer claims to be the standard or a
This is because each Khon troupe has changed over time as they ke
some old elements. For this reason, some old elements or styles of |
that have been lost in some Khon troupes can still be found in other
For exdmpthe heroine (Sita) performed by male actors, and the
marching (Oak Kraw) in Khon Thammasat.



©

Recommendations from this dissertation include: Khon tro
aware that things will always change over time, and straiedies shoul
to make the shows suit new situations. Increasing and developing a
generations is to take the continuity of this art seriously. Khonsod, w
folk performance that is nearly extinct, should be documented and re
it is too laMore studying which focus on audience behavior, perce

demand should be ad¥anthge.research may use this dissertatiol

background knowledge to forecast how Khon will change over time
factors change irutiee fut

Keywordshghai mask d&homoddevelopmehiange, diversification
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1)intrinsicstrumental b&de@Nubligtivate benefit

I.
L
6

intrinsienefitt @ e M NElI T nl 6 E
enNléenHen (N@HEH] MNELIE[EEILWM@KH&I\EIO)
T NI nNO6 | REG6nhH eogJN68hS N Snhiereht T iEaiheEdts)| E T
experience itself and are values for themselves rather than as a mea
else)

instrumerthefité () & eENNNIT | ET A |

énNl énrén NI NENLE ENKIFETERIK KOG ih KIIEG
0eKNr I EJNI El ENKeéel) & &n BEsKdkdeneintd s 6
only a means to achieving beadBtalieas)n



~

| EENET AROGEN F KKT | KN&] giva@OT n «
bevneﬂt(K TLKNmpmb@pmfm(Ku ] KNOJ‘ gl G]QVILVNT
El T L NI 6 kntyidsienefRSoshBBOO e rikpdeditad NSthijnl 5T ni

1)ntrinsic Benefits

(1.Xyivatbenefit

- captivation

-deasure

-expanded capacity for empathy
-oghnitive growth

-public benefit

-aeation of social bond
-expression of communal meaning

2) mstrumental Benefits

. Jrivate benefit

- @gnitive benefit

- dtitudinal benefit

-behavioral benefitig¢eghline -stfiifacy and spetifgiors)

-life skills (critical thinkindesstiinding, self image, self criticism :
teamwork)

-quality of life (mental and physical heath)

-heath benefit (premature babies, physically handicapped, pati
suffering from acute pamessidrdaps therapies))

-improve academic performance (test score, basic skills (readi
thinking and etc.)

-jbm_bcl O I bObccncl O | Ogl bgtg
-improved edficacy

-learning skills

-health

(2.2ublic benefit

-pcial benefit

-cial interaction

-cial identity, community identity

-establishing links and building bonds among the members of :
(by giving public expression to the values and traditions and st
cultural heritage)
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-Dcialapital
-publie mmb O ¢l cdgr gqO&amkks!| gr wy
generation)
-improvement of community
-economic benefit
-employment
-government income (Tax revenue)
-cevelopment of social capital
-economic growth

McCarthy, Ondaatje,ritbBaoa®€04, pp24
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