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ABSTRACT

This study aimed to investigate the revival and glorification of Laos’s
hero kings who had been revered as the soul of the nation and a prominent symbol
of Lao national ideology by the communist government since the mid-90s. This study
attempted to provide answers to the following questions, 1. What factors
contributed to the adjustment of concept from revolutionary heroism to hero kings?
2. How did the government select and define the hero kings under the contradictions
between the communist political system and the g¢lorification of nationalism as
related to the monarchy? 3. What was the significance of hero kings in the current
political situation in Laos?

The study revealed that the hero kings sglorification as a prominent
symbol of Lao national Ideology was introduced when the country was challenged by
a major economic, political, and social crisis and change after the failure of the
country’s development under the communist ideology. As a result, the government
tailored its country’s development policy to the “New Thinking Policy” or a more

liberal approach of the economic revolution in order to open up the country in



(4)

response to globalization where an influx of foreign social, political, and cultural
ideologies had challenged the power and stabilization of the communist government.
The existing national concept which aimed to create socialists and revolutionary
heroes as a prominent symbol of Lao national Ideology could not retain the ultimate
power of the government. The government was, therefore, in need of reviving the
hero kings glorification to enliven nationalism and retain the government’s power.

In glorifying the hero kings of Laos as a national symbol, the government
used different approaches in selecting, propelling, and defining each hero king.  King
Fa Neum was glorified as a symbol of Laos’s unity. King Setthathilat was chosen as a
symbol of the nation’s prosperity. Meanwhile, King Anuvong was chosen a symbol of
patriotism and the rebellion against the Siamese domination.

In reviving the glorification of the monarchs in the feudal society as a
symbol of the communist state, the government attempted to create a new image
and definition of those hero kings in the feudal system as the communist heroes. In
the meantime, the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party, which had the ultimate power,
claimed to attain the vision of those past hero kings. The hero kings were used as an
ideological reference of the existence and retention of the party’s power in the time
that the Marxist-Leninnist ideology had emasculated.

The study of the revival and glorification of Laos’s hero kings found out
that globalization did not disempower the national ideology. The state had managed
to build nationalism and identity to counter and retain the power. The government
used a nation-ness process as an ideological tool to retain its power. A patriotism
and national identity building process, therefore, could be adapted, modified, and
shifted as in the case of the Loa government, which manipulated and recreated

a national symbol of the communist government from the monarchs’ identities.

Keywords: Hero Kings, the Lao People’s Revolutionary Party, Lao politics, Nationalism
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