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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this dissertation is to study the Eastern People's Network
movement as a “people’s politics” about establishment, structure, resources
mobilization, strategies, as well as the possible potential and limitations of
movement in the Thai contemporary political context during the year 2005-2012.

The government imbalance between the national development and
community needs would urge people to the political process. Eastern People’s
Network became the cooperated network of micro-groups that concerned in the
environmental issues around Map Ta Phut Industrial Complex. The organization was
loose in structure. Resource mobilization was voluntary action. Mainly financial to
support movement was come from Eastern People's Network Office income that
funding by various NGOs development projects.

Using the public space was the one strategy for social movement and
also political opportunities and political process. The Network accuses the
Administrative Court of Pollution Control Zone in Map Ta Phut. This was an effective
strategy transformation by using the process under Constitution, Acts and related

laws including evident information. Then, the court ordered to declare Map Ta Phut



Y

and nearby areas as pollution control zone in 2009 and the 76 violent projects were
suspended in that year.

Network also used “people’s politics” as the network identity in order to
take advantage, to legitimate and to reduce stress and the movement pressure. Amid
the political context of People’s Alliance for Democracy (PAD), network coordinators
have joined PAD activities during that time.

Eastern People's Network has been recognized by scholars and activists
as a success case that raised pollution issues to the public and an effective reaction
to the government and investors. The movements can enforce public policy; also
reveal government’s mind set of the importance of industrial development plan.
Government utilizes all the resources in the Map Ta Phut only for industrial
businesses. For scholars’ opinions, the Eastern People's Network movement was
powerful and could drive public policy to get highly achievement too. But for the
people’s aspect, they are losers. All level of the government was unfair to them.
There is neither law enforcement nor policy implementation in any agendas about
pollution control zone initial. These are limitations of people’s politics in Thailand,
due to state authorities’ insincerity, economic policies backup for industry
investment, unvalued the people’s issues. These limitations were pushing the
political opportunities of the people to a political trap and building up people
participation in the political process to become a tool of legitimacy of government.
So, people’s politics could not balance representative political pdwer. Therefore, -
| argue with the idea proposed by a number of scholars that people’s politics could
balance representative political power.

The declining of the networks are risen from the lack of resources for the
prolonged movement, less number of participants in movement, lack of
communication and lack of internal democracy within network. The relationship
between network and PAD, during the formation of political conflict, has affected the

weakness of the network.
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