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ABSTRACT

In this dissertation, the researcher needs to understand the becoming into
the economic plant of the world, Mae Khong River Basin Sub-Region, country, region,
community and households levels of rubber plantations of the farmers at Huay Kong
River Basin, the change of livelihood of the farmer families at Huay Kong River Basin
after the para rubber has been introduced to them, including the internal difference
and the conditions leading to the difference within the farmer families at Huay Kong
River Basin.

The result of the study can be concluded that the introduction of rubber
plantations in Mae Khong River Basin Sub-Region was caused by the
commercialization of the rubber plantations and the change of locations of para
rubber production and consumption from the western world to the eastern world
through the China’s economic development.

The coming of rubber plantations into Mae Khong River Basin Sub-Region
at the present reflects the change of the new relations of production from the
relations of colonialists with the military power and financial power to control the

resources to the relations of the new production in the from of agricultural business
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that has made the area in Mae Khong River Basin Sub-Region to become the new
base of para rubber export of the world, relying on the production power of the
small group of farmers. The reproduction of such relations has gone through the
discourse on the development and environment. However, the coming of rubber
plantations into Isan region and Huay Kong River Basin provides the different picture,
although the coming of rubber plantations during the first half of the history came
from the producer known as the “‘State’” through the different projects, similar to
those countries in Mae Khong River Basin Sub-Region under the discourse on the
development and the conservation of the natural resources, after the households
believed that the para rubber could be cultivated and produced the stable and
secure income, supported by the continuous increase of the para rubber prices, the
coming of rubber plantations afterwards was no longer caused by the principal
known as the ‘‘State’” , but has become the production under the marketing
mechanism with the influence of ‘‘Para rubber prices’” that has caused the
households to change their highlands, dry and wet farmlands into para rubber
plantations.

The coming of rubber plantations at Huay Kong River Basin has caused the
dramatic change of production and income seeking activities to be occurred,
specially after the rubber surface opening. This has caused the farmers’ daily lifestyle
and living activities to be changed from ‘‘Daytime’ to ‘‘Nighttime’ and from
““Seasonal’” working to “‘Daily’” working. The harvest of products that used to be
done once a year has changed to ‘‘Almost everyday’ harvesting which is the change
of “Time’” in making their livings. Such change has caused the social life and
relationship of people in this area to be effected. The change of income that used to
be earned once a year has become to be once for every 10 or 15 days almost all
year round for the total of 30 years and has led to the stable and secure livelihood.
However, with the different area conditions, capital access and different care and
maintenance have led to the differences of households. Use of labors in the
households has caused the members of the households to return to their

homelands. It has become the issue to confirm that the coming of rubber plantation
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has made the structure of agricultural society, at least around Huay Kong River Basin,
is not only the state of de-agrarianisation alone, but it is in the course of
re-agrarianisation as well which is the livelihood strategy that reflex the State of

flexible farmer for their lifestyle of living.

Keywords: livelihood, Huay Kong River Basin, de-agrarianisation, re-agrarianisation,

flexible farmer
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