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ABSTRACT

The dissertation titled "The construction of Medicalizing State: A Case
Study of Thai Health Promotion Foundation's Well-Being Advertisements" has
objectives to study practices of Thai Health Promotion Foundation in creating policy
and the driving from giving priority to caring "Health" to be "Well-being" and to
analyze well-being knowledge management of Thai Health Promotion Foundation in
practicing authority over Thai citizen's bodies through activities. The researcher uses
Bio-power concept of Michel Foucault to study well-being advertisements of Thai
Health Promotion Foundation.

The researcher found that now Thai state drives health mission by
expanding framework of public health department from caring "Thai citizen's health"
to be "Thai citizen's well-being" and this action has changed old health definition to
promote Thai citizen to have good health and this can see clearly through Thai
Health Promotion Foundation's practice that controls and looks after citizen's daily
life broadly and strongly. Well-being of citizen that is used to be individual affair is
turned to be affairs of Nation, Religion and Royal institution. Thai Health Promotion

Foundation uses procedure that similar to Bio-power of Foucault. In the practice of
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(@)

well-being care and creating normalization to Thai citizen's bodies, advertising media
is the important tool used to produce, distribute and emphasize well-being discourse
that leads citizen to change their attitude and behavior of health to occur in daily

life as well.

Keywords: Medicalizing State, Normalization, Thai Health Promotion Foundation,

Health, Well-being
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