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ABSTRACT

Euthanasia is one of the most controversial social phenomena. The
perception of any social, include Thai social, about euthanasia depends on that
social’s episteme. Shape of euthanasia’s episteme is comprised of many authorities
which is come from power and knowledge. But for Thai Social, the top three
important authorities must be the principle of Buddhism, positive law, and medical
ethics regularity.

This study has found four main arguments: 1) It is hard to say that
Buddhism supports euthanasia or not, but we can assure that at least Buddhism
does not blame the action which is according to euthanasia in modern era. 2) The
living will law in National Health Act 2007 is not change the legal status of individual
right to self-determination, the right to die in this case. 3) The most important
authority which is the top main conductor of Thai social’s episteme to euthanasia is
medicine. 4) Although medicine is taking the main role but there are some specific
relations between these three authorities and autonomy, and autonomy still inferior
to the power of knowledge. Euthanasia in Thai social, therefore is the subject which

heteronomy take the lead role over autonomy.

Keywords: Euthanasia, Power, Knowledge, Autonomy, Heteronomy
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Unas fly to the sky among his brother the gods. Unas has moved his arm as a god, has beaten his
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* The most terrifying of evils, death, is nothing to us, since when we exist, death is not
present. But when death is present, then we do not exist. It is nothing, then, either to the liver or
to the death, since concerning the former it does not exist, and concerning the latter, they no

longer exist.
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