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Color terms and color perception of Shan language speakers in
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Abstract

This study “Color terms and color perception of Shan language speakers in Ban
wiang wai Monpin Sub-District Fang District Chiangmai Province” aims to study the
number of basic color terms; evolution of basic color terms; strategies for forming non-
basic color terms; and color perception, namely color categories divided, foci points in
color categories perception and attitudes to colors of Shan language speakers in Ban
Wiangwai Monpin Sub-district, Fang District, Chiangmai Province. The data was collected
from 20 Shan speakers, whose ages were between 50-60.

The result of this study indicated that the numbers of basic color terms in Shan
comprised 11 words, namely /kha.wY(white) slam¥/(black) /le:nt(red) /khe:w(green)
leni(yellow) som2(blue) mam?® tha:n*(brown) /mo:né(purple) khonz(pink) som®(orange) and
taw4(grey). The evolution of basic color terms in the Shan language is at the 7th stage. It
accords with the theory of Berlin and Kay. Regarding non-basic color terms, the Shan
language has four strategies for forming non-basic color terms: by using specific color
terms; combining color terms; combining color terms with modifying words; using the
names of specific objects as color terms. This study found that the most used strategies
for forming non-basic color terms in this sample group was “using names of the specific
objects as color terms” . We argue that this is because Shan people are continually
influenced by, and are accepting of, urban society, and also because they have a way of
life which is close to nature.

As regards the color perception, Shan people divide colors into 11 categories and
have foci points in 11 color categories, namely /kha:w(white) /lam?/(black) /le:nt(red)
/khe:wt/(green) /le:nt(yellow) /som2(blue) /nam?® tha:nt/(brown) /mo:né(purple) /khan(pink)
rsom5/(orange) and staw%(grey). As regards attitudes to colors, it is found that have
positive attitudes towards bright, vivid, easily categorized colors, especially red and pink

tones, and negative attitude towards dark, dull and not bright.
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